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With only about 48 hours left before school starts, Corona del Sol High School remains a construction zone.

But industrial hygienists who spent nearly seven hours inspecting the school Friday say they trust that Tempe Union High School District will have it ready for students Monday.

The district has spent thousands of dollars this summer to improve air quality, lower carbon-dioxide levels that exceed state standards and ensure that the school is mold-free. 

The work included replacing some carpeting with tile, installing exhaust fans, mounting carbon-dioxide monitors and finishing some upgrades to the ventilation system. 

Friday's inspection involved touring the 400,000 square feet of Corona buildings.

"We had unlimited access to the building and took air-monitoring samples," said Ward Jacox, an Arizona Department of Health Services official. 

The next steps include more tests for mold and carbon dioxide. 

Dale Walsh, a DHS-hired consultant, said that although further tests must be done, he felt that the district had made many improvements. 

"I would feel it's safe as any other school . . . depending on if you've got allergies," he said.

The inspection marked the first time Derrick Denis, an industrial hygienist hired by parents, was allowed into the building. Denis was also concerned about the construction but agreed that if the area were clean, he would consider it safe for students. 

That message relieved Corona parent Ben McCawley. 

"Since February 27, when all this started, that's what we've wanted," he said. "I'll let my girls go to school."

